
During her career as a French teacher, Betty Meissner focused her attention on 
European history and culture. But in recent years, she wanted to gain a stronger sense 
of her Chinese heritage by learning more about the arts and cultures of Asia. 

Meissner has traveled throughout Asia, yet sometimes has had some of her best 
experiences here at the Asian Art Museum. Her favorite exhibition was Chinese 
Terracotta Warriors (2013), which she visited four times. “When I saw the terracotta 
warriors’ site in Xi’an, I was overwhelmed, yet disappointed. I could barely see any 
detail since even the closest warriors were at least 15 feet down and 30 feet away 
from the viewing area. At the Asian Art Museum, however, I relished standing within 
10 feet of the warriors, with nothing but air between me and them.”

As a teacher, Meissner is inspired by the museum’s educational programming for 
families and adults. She enjoys the broader context these programs offer, which 
enhances her experience of art.

Meissner wants to help promote the mission of the Asian Art Museum to connect art 
to life in ways that are stimulating, dynamic and accessible. She has decided to make 
a gift in her living trust to fund education, exhibitions and conservation at the museum. 
She says, “I want my gift to enable people of all ages and backgrounds to be able to 
learn about and experience Asian art as a part of their lifelong learning.”

INSPIRE 
THE NEXT 
GENERATION

AN EDUCATOR FINDS HER ROOTS

Betty Meissner

Your Gift Can 
Further Our Mission
Like Meissner, you, too, 
can help promote the 
mission of the Asian 
Art Museum with a 
gift in your living trust. 
Contact Kate McNulty 
at 415.581.3683 or 
kmcnulty@asianart.org 
to get started.



Did you know that donating appreciated stock is a great 
way to support the Asian Art Museum and its mission?

When you are leaving a legacy for institutions you love, 
such as the Asian Art Museum, you want to make as big 
an impact as possible. When you donate appreciated 
stock instead of selling it, you can avoid capital gains 
tax and support the museum’s collection, exhibitions 
and programs.

When you donate appreciated securities that you’ve 
owned for more than one year, you may receive two 
tax benefits: 

1.  You are exempt from paying capital gains taxes on 
any increase in value — taxes you would owe if you 
sold the stock.

2.  You are entitled to a federal income tax charitable 
deduction based on the current fair market value of 
the securities, regardless of their lower original cost, 
if you itemize.

HOW TO DONATE STOCK
Here’s how to give appreciated securities to the 
Asian Art Museum:

1.  Download a stock transfer form from the Asian Art 
Museum website at www.asianart.org/donate-stock.

2.  Instruct your broker to electronically transfer your 
intended shares. 

3. Notify us once the transfer is complete. 

We’re Here to Help
Not sure whether donating stock is the best 
way for you to support the museum’s mission 
of making the rich, diverse artistic traditions of 
Asia essential to everyone? Feel free to contact 
us at 415.581.3683 or kmcnulty@asianart.org. 
Together with your advisor, we can help you 
fulfill your charitable goals and protect 
your assets from unnecessary taxes.

AVOID TAXES TO LEAVE 
A BIGGER LEGACY



Legacies matter. Many members choose to preserve and promote Asian art and 
culture through a legacy gift to the Asian Art Museum. These gifts underwrite 
research for exhibitions, provide free admission for schoolchildren, fund the 
conservation of artworks and support the museum’s highest priorities. 

Here are some of the ways members have made an impact through legacy giving: 

+  Founding member Marion Bacciocco gave one-seventh of her estate to the 
Asian Art Museum, providing $371,100 to support its programs.

+  Retired dancer and choreographer Larry Burgoon named the Asian Art 
Museum as a 2.5 percent beneficiary of his IRA, resulting in a $3,690 gift 
for the museum’s highest priorities.

+   Frances Bushell lived to be 101. A renowned netsuke collector with her 
husband, Raymond, she gave $100,000 to support museum programs.

+   Amy Tamaki Doi, an enthusiastic docent for 50 years, left a bequest of 
$20,000 to fund the museum’s highest priorities. Amy was especially 
interested in art from Japan and helped create the Jade Gallery tour.

+  Former chair of the Korean Art and Culture Committee Robert J. Kenneth left 
a percentage of the Kenneth Family Trust to the Asian Art Museum, resulting 
in a $117,377 gift for the purchase of Korean art for the collection. 

+  Ebullient and funny, Holocaust survivor Gerald Rosenstein loved the arts. 
As his legacy, he wished to fund arts programs. He gave $74,800 to the 
museum’s endowment.

+  Founding member Tomoye Takahashi’s $1 million bequest will purchase 
Japanese art for the collection and help with its conservation and care. 

These members all shared a passion for the Asian Art Museum and we are grateful 
to them for making the museum a part of their legacy. 

Would you like to share your passion for Asian art and culture with future 
generations? Contact us at 415.581.3683 or kmcnulty@asianart.org for 
more information.

MUSEUM MEMBERS 
SHAPE THEIR LEGACIES

DISCOVER A DOZEN 
WAYS TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

Find ideas on 
how to create a 
meaningful legacy 
for the important 
people and charitable 
organizations in your 
life. Send for our free 
guide 12 Ways to 
Make a Meaningful 
Difference by returning 
the enclosed reply 
card today!
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Retired teacher Betty Meissner made a gift so that people 
of all ages and backgrounds will have opportunities learn 
about Asian art and culture. What would you like your 
legacy to be?

By contributing retirement plan assets to support the 
museum’s world-class collection, exhibitions and programs, 
you can help connect diverse communities to Asian art and 
culture and inspire new ways of thinking.

We want to help you make the largest possible impact 
with your gift. Distributions from inherited retirement plan 
accounts are taxable as ordinary income to the person 
who receives them — your heirs may have to pay up to 
37 percent in income taxes. But when you give all or a 
percentage of your retirement plan assets to the Asian Art 

Museum, the museum receives 100 percent of the funds. 
The IRS takes nothing.

Let us help you create your legacy. Here’s how:
1.  Contact the administrator of your retirement plan 

and request a change-of-beneficiary form or simply 
download a form from your provider’s website. (You 
may modify beneficiary designations at any time to 
meet your changing needs.)

2.  Decide what percentage of the account you wish to 
give to the Asian Art Museum Foundation and name us, 
along with the stated percentage, on the beneficiary 
form. Return the form to your plan administrator.

3.  Tell us about your gift! It would be our honor to 
thank you for your support. Plus, your generosity can 
inspire others to follow your example. 

RETIREMENT PLAN ASSETS

YOUR KEY TO MAKING 
A GREATER IMPACT

IRA BENEFICIARY INDIVIDUAL ASIAN ART MUSEUM

Value of IRA after lifetime $100,000 $100,000

Federal income taxes* –$32,000 $0

Net amount to beneficiary $68,000 $100,000

*Assumes a 32 percent marginal income tax bracket


